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The demoralizing nature of this document it is unnecessary

to dwell upon; it has been appropriately termed, "An Order
to enable Coffee-dealers to defraud the public, especially the
Working Classes, and the Revenue of vast sums of money."
The next Report of the Analytical Sanitary Commission will

appear in THE LANCET of Saturday, May 3rd, and will be on

CANISTER COFFEE,
AND

ITS ADULTERATIONS.

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem." 

MEDICAL REFORM: THE ONE-FACULTY SYSTEM.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of Tian LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The resolutions which were adopted by the Council

of the College of Surgeons of England, on the 19th and 24th
of March, and which have appeared in the last two numbers
of your journal, have necessarily attracted the attention of all
medical reformers, and whatever differences of opinion may
exist as to the reformation required, all, I think, must be
pleased to perceive that the Council of the College have again
acknowledged that the question of medical reform is not finally
settled, but that, even in the opinion of this learned Council,
there is one, at least, of our recognised institutions in which

further improvement is still required.
With the reformation of any particular College, however,

the members of that College are, as I conceive, alone con-
cerned, unless, indeed, it be proved that the peculiar privi-
leges of the institution stand in the way of public progres-
sion.
The opinion of the Council of the College of Surgeons on

the subject of testing "the medical qualifications of those
about to engage in the practice of surgery, or in general prac-
tice," has, without doubt, been presented to the notice of those
whose duty it is to propose any further legislation re-

lating to the medical profession in a manner the most likely
to command attention. And when it is proposed by this in-
fluential body to transfer an important trust from one insti-
tution, which has pursued its hitherto successful career under
a sobriquet of no great dignity, to another possessing no less
pretension than a royal College, boasting as its founder the
reformer and defender of the faith, we need not be much
astonished to find the proposition receive some support even
amongst a certain class of medical reformers.
Let us examine for a moment the third resolution of the

Council, and see, if it were acted on, whether the result would
terminate in advantage to the public and the profession. And
it is worthy of remark, and even of remembrance, that any
scheme of reform, however high the authority by which it is
proposed, cannot eventually succeed unless it can be plainly
shown to be for the benefit of the majority of the public and
profession; for, as was well remarked by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer on Friday night&mdash;" Government is instituted for
the benefit of the many, and not of the few."
That the coffers of the Royal College of Physicians would

be benefited by this transfer of power, there is no one, I
presume, can deny. That some such beneficial nostrum is re-
quired to replenish their impoverished condition is broadly
asserted; but at present it remains a matter of opinion only,
as to whether the guineas of every future candidate for medical
renown (provided he be not a physician) shall have to endure
the sweating process of two Roya Colleges, or whether two
diplomas are absolutely required to prove the qualification of
one man.
That every man who practises medicine should be fully

qualified to do so is a truth so obvious as barely to require
mention; and one of the chief grievances hitherto complained
of has been, that there is no one authorized body existing to
test the completeness of the competency, and at the same
time to give the necessary legal certificate to practise medi-
cine in all its branches.

I say nothing now about that self-government, the adoption
of which all educated men will be sure ultimately to obtain;
but I ask-respectfully ask-whether this grievance-this
loud-crying grievance-will be removed, if the opinion above
referred to be acted on ? Will there not be then a double
examination-a double allegiance, on the one side, and, on
the other) the same unconcern and want of sympathy for the

mere member ? Will not the distance between the member,
licentiate, and fellow, or the member, fellow, and councilman,
be greatly increased ? and will not the third-class man be
more distinctly marked out as the ordinary exigency man ?

It may be answered, this is no bad object to obtain. But I
ask, will the public be benefited by this distinction ? I ask
what security they will have that the education of the largest
class in the profession will keep pace with the increased en
lightenment of the time ? What excuse can be given to the
paupers in Dorsetshire, or to the middle classes in Yorkshire,
if they ask why the qualification of their medical attendant
is not to undergo the same test as the fellows who attend the
citizen and the rich ? And I would ask, on behalf of all
future members of the College, and general practitioners,.
what is to become of them under the fostering care of two
Royal Colleges ?

Sir, I have written enough to-day for the object I had in
view; and I should not have asked for the same kind consi-
deration for these remarks which you have generally shown
to my former observations on this subject, had any other of
your correspondents addressed your numerous readers on the
resolution I have brought before their notice.
Not wishing to give these observations the questionable

benefit of an anonymous communication, I beg to subscribe
myself, as ever, Yours obediently,

Oxford-terrace, Hyde-park, April 7, 1851. W ILLIAM ROBINS.WILLIAM ROBINS.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND THE LIFE
ASSURANCE OFFICES.

MR. MORLEY, of Blackburn, in a communication to us on
this subject, thus expresses himself:-

" The Editor of THE LANCET has taken immense pains to pre-
sent this question in a right light before the public, and has
strengthened the hands of the profession beyond the power of
anything to weaken them. By publishing, from time to time,
lists of those offices which pay both medical referees, he has
furnished the strongest incentives to the assurance offices to con-
cede the right so long demanded from them."
But Mr. Morley calls our attention to the conduct of the

" National Loan Fund Society," which we had held to be one of
those that recognised the justice of paying for professional
opinions, which they considered it worth while to seek. " I was
recently applied to (says Mr. Morley) by the agent of that
society, in Blackburn, to answer the usual string of questions in
reference to one of my patients, but without reference to any
fee. I immediately wrote to the agent, stating the fact, and
expressed my surprise that he had not sent me a; guinea. I
received for answer, that his instructions, up to that time, did
not permit him to pay any fee, except to the surgeon appointed
by the office, but (he added) to settle the matter, I have this
evening written to the office for further instructions."’ After
waiting for more than a week, Mr. Morley again applied, to
ascertain whether the said " instructions" had come to hand.
The reply he received was, that they had, and were to the effect,
that " the office had never, in any formal manner, admitted the
claim of the medical referee to payment by the office"-and that
Mr. Morley’s patient had been insured, Mr. Morley’s services
not having been again required!
Thus do some assurance offices cut from under themselves the

best ground they could secure, as a basis for enabling them to form
their decisions in accepting or rejecting lives offered for assur-
ance. Should they afterwards sustain losses that might, by
proper care, have been foreseen, the directors of such associa-
tions assuredly have none but themselves to blame.

Mr. W. G. GILL, of Islington, a short time since, enclosed to
us for publication the note appended below, which he had
received from the secretary of an insurance office, in consequence
of his having declined to give an opinion gratuitously. " The
result (Mr. Gill remarks) must surely indicate to the profession
the course always to be pursued in similar instances, and it
demonstrates that the stand made by THE LANCET on behalf of
the profession has been attended with beneficial results."

The Provident Clerks’ Mutual Life Assurance Association
and Benevolent Fund, 42, Moorgate-street, Jan. 7, 1851.

SiR,-Mr. -, of -, has proposed an assurance to us,
and has referred to you as his medical attendant, and as you are
unwilling to give your opinion about his health without a fee,
we will, although contrary to the practice of this office, pay it to
our own medical referees both in London and the provinces. We
pay 1Os. 6d. when the assurance is for 5001. or under, and 21s.
when it is above that sum; and as we have a benevolent fund
attached to this Association, the profession have, without any
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exception, agreed to this arrangement. On receiving your reply,
I will, whether it be favourable or not, remit 10s. 6d. by post-
office order.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
P. H. BYRNE, Secretary.

W. G. Gill, Esq., 4, York-place, Islington-green.

The following correspondence has been forwarded to us for
publication by Mr. PETER MARTIN, Surgeon, Reigate :-

No.1.
Hand-in-Hand, Bridge-street, London, Jan. 7,1851.

SIR,-You having been referred to by Mr. --, the directors
will be obliged by your answering, at your earliest convenience,
the several questions stated below, which will be considered
strictly private and confidential.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Peter Martin, Esq. ROBERT STEVEN, Secretary.

No. 2.
Reigate, Jan. 10, 1851.

SIR,&mdash;I have considered with care the various points on which
you ask of me information respecting the health of Mr. ,
and I return you the form filled up. I shall be obliged by your
transmitting to me the usual fee of one guinea, by post-office
order. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Robert Steven, Esq. PETER MARTIN.

No. 3.
Hand-in-Hand, Jan. 13, 1851.

SIR,-I take the liberty of returning your obliging information
unread, because the note which accompanies it shows that you
wrote in expectation of a fee. It is not our practice to pay a fee
under such circumstances, and it would therefore be manifestly
wrong to keep possession of the letter.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your very humble servant,
Teter Martin, Esq. ROBERT STEVEN.

No. 4.
Reigate, Jan. 15,1851.

SIR,&mdash;I have the honour of receiving your letter of the 13th
instant, in which you inform me, that you return my letter
respecting Mr. ---unread, having discovered that I had made
my report in expectation of receiving a fee from your office.

I take the liberty of making the following observations :-
1. I appreciate your consideration in returning my communi-

cation unread-a consideration which could hardly have been
expected, considering the morality ordinarily exercised by insur-
ance offices in their relations with the medical profession.

2. If you consider it consistent either with business-like or
with gentlemanly behaviour, to ask from a professional man a
professional opinion, which is specially to be private and confi-
dential, and to return it on discovering that it is not intended to
be a gratuitous opinion, I am content that the matter should i
so rest.

3. I presume, however, that it could only occur to the directors
and officials of a life-insurance company to conceive-that they
were at liberty to demand from any professional man a private
and confidential opinion on very delicate points-on which they
are to base their calculations in a commercial speculation,
without, at the same time, offering the fee usual in a medical
consultation.

4. If the directors of the Hand-in-Hand do not consider the
information to be derived from the ordinary medical attendant
of a person proposing insurance worth a fee, I would take the
liberty of suggesting, that they should omit a form which can be
so easily dispensed with-and they might be more readily moved
to adopt this suggestion, by the consideration, that in matters of
business services rendered gratuitously are of very little value.

5. My regard for Mr. -- would lead me, with pleasure, to
take a very considerable amount of trouble, on his account,
without any reference to fees-but the Hand-in.Hand office,
which has no sort of claim upon me, and which appears to be
one of those offices which systematically attempt to extract from
the medical profession, without payment, information more or
less valuable to them in their commercial transactions-has no
right to expect gratuitous information from me.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
Robert Steven, Esq., Hand-in-Hand. PETER MARTIN.

COLLEGE STUDENTSHIPS. - The Council of the
Royal College of Surgeons have just announced their inten-
tion to elect a Student in Human and Comparative Anatomy,
at a salary of &pound;100 per annum, to be held for two years, at the
expiration of which time the student will receive an appoint-
ment in the Army, Navy, or East India Company’s Service.

P. H. BYRNE, Secretary.

ROBERT STEVEN, Secretary.

PETER MARTIN.

THE ANALYTICAL SANITARY COMMISSION.
NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

From the Times of Tuesday, April 15.
" THE last investigations of TiiE LANCET on the subject of

adulterations have been directed to mustard, flour, and bread,
and in these instances the results on the whole are less dis-
agreeable than might perhaps have been anticipated. Still,
however, the facts are such as to show the importance of the
inquiries undertaken. With regard to mustard, it has been
ascertained that the article is scarcely ever to be obtained
genuine, whatever may be the price paid for it. Out of 42
samples purchased indiscriminately, the whole were adultera-
ted with immense quantities of wheaten flour, highly coloured 
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with turmeric, the specimens in tinfoil packages, and labelled
’ Fine Durham mustard,’ or double superfine,’ containing,
with the exception of much husk, scarcely anything else. In
connexion with bread and flour the conclusions arrived at were
unexpected. Out of 44 samples of wheat-flour (including
several of French and American) purchased in all quarters of
the metropolis, not a single instance was detected of admix-
ture with any other farina, or of the presence of spurious
matters of any kind. It is admitted, therefore, that millers
and corn-dealers are somewhat maligned. As respects bread,
however, the results were not so favourable. Although its
adulteration with alum is an offence liable to a penalty of 201.,
this material was found in every one of the samples examined,
the objects for which it is used being to give bad flour the
white appearance of the best, and to enable the bread made
from it to retain a larger proportion of water, so as to gain in
weight. The number of samples was 24, and in ten of these
the quantity was very considerable, while in all cases it was
such as to be injurious to health, the operation of the drug
being to interfere with the activity of the digestive functions.
This article of adulteration, however, appears to be the only
one generally employed in bread, neither potato nor any other
inferior farinaceous matter, nor carbonate or sulphate of lime
being found-an improved state of affairs, which is most pro-
I bably owing to the cheapness of flour caused by free trade.
At the same time an examination of the weight of bread as
delivered at houses, shows that upon an average there is a
deficiency of from 2-1 to 3 ounces in every quartern loaf.
It is satisfactory that THE LANCET will in its next number

return to coffee and its sophistications, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer having in his place in the House of Commons just
declared that he does not intend to rescind the Treasury
minute legalizing the adulteration of that article: "

From the Family Herald, April 15th.
IN consequence of the recent exposures of THE LANCET, the

grocers are in a state of great perturbation, and have di-
vided themselves into an anti-chicory and pro-chicory party-
the latter being the stronger in point of numbers, however
feeble may be the arguments by which they seek to defend
the fraudulent practice of palming upon the public as genuine
coffee, a worthless mixture, costing them a groat per pound.
" Except a grocer, did any one ever confess a preference for

chicory? Grocers and coffee-house-keepers say, that the
public taste demands the mixture of chicory with coffee. In
our experience we never met with any one who liked chicoried
coffee; and we disbelieve in the reported fondness of the
public for the mixture. The public take it because the grocers
insist on prescribing it. Instead of preferring debased coffee,
nobody can have failed to have heard numerous complaints
against it. Here and there eccentric individuals may prefer
chicory, just as there are some who prefer whelks to turbot.
But, granting that a large portion of the public like chicory,
we, who belong to the section who cannot bring ourselves to
admire its flavour, nor to believe in its virtues, would feel
obliged if the grocers would allow us the choice, and not con-
strain us to drink that which we dislike. As they profess to
falsify their coffee out of regard to the popular taste, it is not
a little singular that the e catering is all for those who entertain
an affection for chicory. It would be perfectly easy to sell
coffee pure for people of unsophisticated taste; and mixed
with chicory (which might be called " The Chancellor of the
Exchequer’s Compound"), for those (few in number, we sus-
pect) who prefer their coffee spoiled. It is impossible to be
sufficiently thankful to the grocers for their disinterestedness.
in blending chicory, itself adulterated with acorns and weevilly
biscuits, beans, and sawdust, with our coffee, and charging us:
only ninety per cent. or thereabouts more for the mixture:


